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                                                 SEPTEMBER 2023 
 
 

 

 

 

 

September ushers in a new season in Appalachia.  Itôs time to 
pack up the summer clothes (in an ideal world) and look for our fall ones.  Time for back to school 
and Football season.  Time for college students to move back to the dorm rooms and teachers to pre-
pare lesson plans. 
 
I love East Tennessee for its defined seasonal weather.  The changing leaves of autumn, crisp winter 
mornings and the hope of snow days.  Spring with its many colors and promise of new life and sum-
mer with its clear skies and days at the lake. 
 
The writer of the book of Ecclesiastes reminds us that everything has a season, a time, and purpose 
under heaven.  Times which might bring challenge, and times that will bear their own rewards.  These 
things might seem to us to have their source in chance, but to those who believe in the sovereignty of 
God, we know that God made things this way. 
 
God knows our beginnings and our ends.  He foresees our triumphs and our failures.  He knows our 
pain and provides exceptional moments of joy.  But no matter what our condition, God is here. 
 
In the days ahead as seasons continue to change, just as the seasons of life change for each of us, re-
mind yourself,  ñTo everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.ò  Em-
brace where you are for you will pass this way only once. 
 

Scott 
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New Members received:  
 

 
 

 
Lillie Kay Reed 

Christina Eder 

Julie & Jay Knapp 

Anita & Erik Hill, Ella, 
Brendan & John 
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